APPENDICES.

dacoits, in order to test the novelty and delight of an adventurous onslaught
upon villages in another  neighbourhood.   When men of settled occupation
can thus behave, it is of course   quite natural that the unemployed or idle
members of the community (and in Burma the industry of the women supports
a large idle class) should join such gangs   when dacoity is rife.    The people
generally, while light-hearted and engaging in many ways, have a strain of
savagery and cruelty in their disposition which breaks out at times into wan-
ton exercise,  and can only be repressed by firm and even  severe   handling.
It is a mistake to suppose that the dacoits who are now disturbing the peace
of many districts in Upper Burma, and whose incursions  into Lower Burma
caused for a time so much anxiety  to the local officers, are chiefly bands of
patriots or partisan warriors   opposing the invasion of their country by a
foreign power.    Their object for the most part is plunder, and their attacks
are principally directed, not against our parties or posts,   as the fact of only
seven British rank and file having fallen during the whole campaign sufficiently
proves, but against the defenceless villages of their own countrymen, who apply
for and welcome our patrols and columns as their only   defence against their
inroads.   It is true that larger bodies, recruited from the disbanded soldiery
and the more necessitous and   adventurous portion of the population, may
occasionally gather to a head under the standard of some prince, and in right
of their numbers be entitled to claim a more honourable designation than the
bands of pillagers technically known as <c dacoits," but it must be remembered
that even these princes are fighting each for his own hand and his own personal
ascendancy, and are not banded   in a common cause against us.    Whether,
however, we call them dacoits, robbers, partisans, insurgents, rebels, or patriots,
it is equally certain that in the interests of the community at large they must
be summarily put down, though the execution of this task should be conducted
in as humane, forbearing, and considerate a manner as possible.

Much has, I am glad to find, been done by Mr. Bernard and General
Prendergast to restore order, and the tracts to which they have "been able to
post British civil officers with an adequate protective force are now for the
most part quiet and safe. When the districts which have been thus far
left in charge of the Hlutdaw, or supreme native council, are similarly
taken over, I have no doubt that similar results will follow, at any rate in the
more open and accessible parts of the country.

We must not, however, anticipate that we shall be able to repress or pre-
vent disturbance all at once, or a recrudescence of disturbance hereafter.
The very causes which made our conquest of Upper Burma an easy task render
difficult its complete and permanent pacification. The Burmese are credulous
and childish, and appear to be unable to appreciate facts until these have been
unmistakably brought home to them. There is, apart from the Eoyal House
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